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_________________________________________________________________________  
 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTALES met in regular session Tuesday, March 3, 2015, at 
6:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the Memorial Building, 200 E. 7th Street, Portales, NM in full 
conformity with the rules and regulations.  Mayor King called the meeting to order and asked City Clerk 
Martinez-Terry to call roll.  Those present and constituting a quorum were: 
 
MAYOR:  Sharon L. King           
 
MAYOR PRO-TEM: Michael G. Miller (by Telephone)  
 
CHAIR FOR MEETING: Dianne Y. Parker 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Matthew Tod Hunton     Oscar H. Robinson (absent)     
   Leo Lovett      Antonio O. Salguero   
    Lenard Michael Lucero     Keith A. Thomas       
  
STAFF PRESENT: Sammy Standefer, City Manager  Marta Quiroz, Admin. Secretary   
   Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk  Steve Doerr, City Attorney 

Donna Rutherford, Int. Planning Dir. Veda Urioste, Deputy City Clerk 
Dennis Hales, I.T. Director 

      
OTHERS PRESENT: Josh Lucero, Press   Gary Harper 
 Melody Sandberg   DeAnna Davis 
 Geralyn Million    Gary Fields 
 
Mayor King asked Leo Lovett, Councilor, to give the invocation, and Donna Rutherford, Interim Plannning 
Director, to lead the Pledge of Allegiance and the Salute to the New Mexico flag. 
 
 
(A)  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S): 
 

1. Regular Meeting of February 17, 2015. 
 
Mayor King asked the Council to consider the minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 17, 2015.   She 
asked for questions and, hearing none, asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Hunton made the 
motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of February 17, 2015 as presented.  
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Councilor Lovett seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the 
motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried.  
  
 
(B)   REQUEST TO AUTHORIZE RENEWAL OF THE TOWER LEASE AGREEMENT WITH ENMU 
(POLICE REPEATER) 
 
Mayor King asked for presentation of the request to authorize renewal of the Tower Lease Agreement with 
ENMU.  City Manager Standefer presented the request to authorize renewal of the tower lease agreement 
with ENMU in the absence of Keith Wattenbarger, Emergency Management Director.  Mr. Standefer told the 
Council that this agreement is the same as the one approved five years ago to facilitate the City’s police 
repeater.  He added that the cost is mainly dispatch service to the ENMU Police Department.  He asked for 
their approval.  Mayor King asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Lovett made the motion to 
approve renewal of the Tower Lease Agreement w ith ENMU for the police repeater.  Councilor 
Thomas seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No 
abstentions.  Motion carried.  
 
  
(C)  REQUEST TO APPROVE THE LEASE AGREEMENT WITH EASTERN NEW MEXICO WATER 
UTILITY AUTHORITY (ENMWUA) FOR THE ELIDA PUMP STATION 
 
Mayor King asked for approval of the lease agreement with Eastern New Mexico Water Utility Authority 
(ENMWUA) for the land to construct the Elida Pump Station.  City Manager Standefer told the Council that 
the agreement is for 25 years for 0.9 acres of land in the Industrial Park in the City’s easement.  The 
agreement has wording to allow the City to purchase the pump station and pipeline if the Ute pipeline is not 
constructed.  The purchase would be according to a 39 year depreciation schedule.  Mayor King reminded 
the Council that they had approved it in context, but with a formal lease to be presented to the Council for 
final approval. She commented that the City will benefit from the pipeline with increased water pressure to 
the Industrial Park, as well as to provide a pipeline to convey water to Elida.  Mayor King asked the pleasure 
of the Council.  Councilor Thomas made the motion to approve the lease agreement w ith the 
ENMWUA for the Elida pump station and pipeline as presented.  Councilor Parker seconded the 
motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion 
carried.  
 
 
(D) ITEM(S) FROM THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT: 
 

1. Request for Approval of a Right-of-Way Easement Agreement with Glen Wortham and 
Robbi Wortham for 1743 S. Avenue O (encroachment of 6.3’ into right-of-way). 

 
Mayor King asked for presentation of the request to approve the right-of-way easement agreement with 
Glen Wortham and Robbi Wortham for 1743 S. Avenue O for the encroachment of 6.3’ into the City’s right-
of-way.  Donna Rutherford, Interim Planning Director, told the Council that the right-of-way easement 
agreement is for the encroachment of a fence along 18th Street and is needed for closing of the sale of the 
property at 1743 S. Avenue O.  Mayor King told the Council that the Council had approved this easement 
agreement previously with other buyers.  Mayor King asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Parker 
made the motion to approve the 6.3 foot right of way easement agreement for 1743 S. Avenue 
O w ith Owners, Glen and Robbi Wortham.  Councilor Lucero seconded the motion.  All Council 
members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried.  
 

2. Request for Approval of Re-Plat of a Subdivision in Southern Meadows Subdivision, 
Block 1, Lots 1-3 submitted by Gary Fields, Owner. 
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Mayor King asked for presentation of the request to approve the recommendation by the Planning 
Commission granting the re-plat of a subdivision in Southern Meadows Subdivision, Block 1, Lots 1-3 as 
submitted by Gary Fields, owner.  Ms. Donna Rutherford asked the Council to accept the recommendation of 
the Planning Commission to approve the re-plat of the property as requested.  She told the Council that 
proper application was made to divide the subdivision from three (3) lots into five (5) lots; a public hearing 
was held by the Planning Commission on February 9, 2015; and recommended approval of the replat by a 
vote of five (5) in favor and zero (0) against.  She told the Council that the lots will be sixty-four (64) feet 
wide by one hundred fifty (150) feet long.  She commented that the utilities are in place in the alley behind 
the property and that the subdivision is zoned R-1 Single Family (lot requirements are sixty (60) feet wide by 
one hundred (100) feet long.  Mayor King asked City Attorney Doerr to explain what the Council can and 
cannot do regarding this replat.  City Attorney Doerr told the Council that this is a subdivision issue that the 
Council has designated the Planning Commission to handle.  He told the Council that he had reviewed the 
ordinances prior to the meeting and stated that if the re-plat is in conformity with the rules, the Planning 
Commission is obligated to recommend approval.  He further stated that there is no public hearing provision 
available to the Council in dealing with the subdivision—it is procedural.  He stated that the Planning 
Commission has processed it correctly as they can only look at the City Code and see if it conforms to the 
requirements.  The Mayor asked for clarification of the size of the lots.  City Manager Standefer stated that 
the minimum requirement of lots in an R-1 zone is 60’ x 100’ and the lots in the request by Mr. Field are 64’ 
x 150’.  He commented that the infrastructure is in place—sewer, water, roads, etc.  Council Lovett 
commented that he had received more calls on this issue than anything else.  He said that concerns were 
the size of the homes and safety in the area.  He asked if safety had been considered by the Planning 
Commission.  Mr. Standefer stated that the Planning Commission had received the concerns of the citizens 
and had considered them.  Councilor Thomas asked if there was any concern if the houses are rentals.  
Standefer stated that there is no restriction in the ordinance on rental properties.  Councilor Thomas asked 
about the size of the homes on the lots.  Mr. Standefer commented that the homes will range from 1,600 to 
2,000 square feet.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller commented that the Council was not being asked to do something 
outside the rules—he clarified that the Council isn’t being asked to approve a variance or giving him special 
treatment.  Councilor Parker asked what the question is regarding 3 lots versus 5.  City Attorney Doerr 
stated that the land was originally divided as 3 lots and Mr. Fields wants to divide the 3 lots into 5 lots.  
Councilor Hunton commented that the City has no legal obligation to keep up covenants, if this is the 
position of those in opposition.  City Attorney Doerr confirmed that City governance does not have this 
responsibility; that covenants must be enforced by any homeowners group and that this would be a civil 
process.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller commented that the City would have to have a reason to deny the request.  
City Attorney Doerr stated that if the Council denied the request, it could subject the City to legal action.  
Councilor Lucero commented that this happened to him, and that he understood that Mr. Fields has met all 
requirements.  Mayor King asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Lucero made the motion to 
accept the recommendation by the P lanning Commission to approve the re-plat of the 
Subdivision in Southern Meadows (Block 1, Lots 1-3) into five (5) lots as presented.  Councilor 
Hunton seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No 
abstentions.  Motion carried.  
 
 
(E)  ITEM(S FROM RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD: 
 

1. Requesting Renewal of Annual Recreational Facilities Non-Exclusive Use Agreement 
with Portales Adult Soccer League. 

 
Mayor King asked City Manager Standefer to present the request to renew the non-exclusive use agreement 
with Portales Adult Soccer League in the absence of Recreation Director Jodi Diaz.  He stated that this is an 
annual agreement for use of Morrison Park by the league in coordination with the Recreation Director for 
specific dates and times.  He stated that the recommendation of the Recreation Advisory Board is to approve 
the agreement.  Mayor King asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Thomas made the motion to 
approve the renewal of the annual Recreational Facilities Non-Exclusive Use Agreement w ith 
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the Portales Adult Soccer League as presented.  Councilor Parker seconded the motion.  All 
Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried.  
 

2. Requesting Renewal of Annual Recreational Facilities Non-Exclusive Use Agreement 
with Portales AYSO. 

 
Mayor King asked City Manager Standefer to present the request to renew the non-exclusive use agreement 
with Portales AYSO (American Youth Soccer League) in the absence of Recreation Director Jodi Diaz.  He 
stated that this is an annual agreement for use of the soccer fields at the softball complex from march to 
November and outside scheduling goes through the Recreation Director.  He stated that the 
recommendation of the Recreation Advisory Board is to approve the agreement.  Mayor King asked the 
pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Lucero made the motion to approve the renewal of the annual 
Recreational Facilities Non-Exclusive Use Agreement w ith Portales AYSO as presented.  
Councilor Hunton seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the 
motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried.  
 

3. Requesting Renewal of Annual Recreational Facilities Non-Exclusive Use Agreement 
with Portales Softball Association. 

 
Mayor King asked City Manager Standefer to present the request to renew the non-exclusive use agreement 
with Portales Softball Association in the absence of Recreation Director Jodi Diaz.  He stated that this is an 
annual agreement for use of the ball fields at the softball complex from March to November and establishes 
responsibilities.  He told the Council that the difference with this agreement is that the City must have a key 
to the facility.  He stated that the recommendation of the Recreation Advisory Board is to approve the 
agreement.  Mayor King asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Lovett made the motion to 
approve the renewal of the annual Recreational Facilities Non-Exclusive Use Agreement w ith 
Portales Softball Association as presented.  Councilor Parker seconded the motion.  All Council 
members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried.  
 
  
(F)  REQUEST TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE RENEWAL AGREEMENT FOR THE F-
111 STATIC DISPLAY 
 
Mayor King asked for presentation of the request to authorize execution of the renewal agreement with the 
National Museum of the United States Air Force for the F-111 Static Display.  City Clerk Martinez asked that 
the Council authorize Mayor King to sign the renewal documents for the F-111 Static Display.  She told the 
Council that the renewal is the same as that approved in the past and must be executed and returned to the 
National Museum of the United States Air Force by March 31, 2015.  Mayor King asked the pleasure of the 
Council.  Councilor Parker made the motion to authorize Mayor K ing to sign the renewal 
documents for the F-111 Static Display.  Councilor Thomas seconded the motion.  All Council 
members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried.  
  
 
(G)  OTHER BUSINESS/CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 
 
Mayor King asked for items of Other Business. 
 
Ute Water Authority Workshop:  Mayor King invited the Council to attend a workshop to talk funding 
options for the Ute Water Pipeline, and the economic impact for or against the pipeline to be held on March 
26, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. in Clovis (workshop location to be determined).  She wanted the Council to know 
ahead of time so they could make plans to attend.  She commented that CH2M Hill would be facilitating the 
workshop.  She commented that the location could be the annex to the Clovis Library.  Councilor Thomas 
asked for an email.  Councilor Lovett reported that he would not be able to attend. 
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Match to Current P.A.T. Program:  City Manager Standefer told the Council that the Council minutes 
were very clear that the City’s match for the current application for the P.A.T. program is not to exceed 
$85,000.00.  He told the Council that staff is having some issues with the grant figures, but that he would be 
bringing it back to them for 2014-15 and for the new year’s application.  He commented that he did not 
have any good solutions at this time.  Mayor King asked if the meeting to hear applications is in Roswell.  
City Manager Standefer stated that it is for next year’s application.  Mayor King stated that a new 
requirement was a letter of support that she would not sign because it required a financial commitment.   
 
Thanks to the Street Department:  Councilor Parker asked that the City Manager thank the Street 
Department for putting sand out ahead of the last snowfall.   
 
There was no further business.   
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Mayor King adjourned the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 
 
 
       
Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk 


