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___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTALES met in regular session Tuesday, December 3, 2013, 
at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers in the Memorial Building in full conformity with the rules and 
regulations.  Mayor King called the meeting to order and asked City Clerk Martinez-Terry to call roll.  
Those present and constituting a quorum were: 
 
MAYOR:  Sharon L. King  
 
MAYOR PRO-TEM: Ronald L. Jackson  
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Matthew Tod Hunton     Oscar Robinson   
   Leo Lovett     Antonio O. Salguero     
   Lenard Michael Lucero     Keith A. Thomas    
     Dianne Y. Parker          
 
STAFF PRESENT: Doug Redmond, City Manager  Johnny DeSha, Public Wks Director  

Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk  Carla Weems, Admin. Assistant   
Steve Doerr, City Attorney  Mike Parkey, General Svcs. Director 
Gary Nuckols, Fire Chief   Dennis Hales, I.T. Director 
Colby Morgan, Police Sgt.  Bill Seat, I.T. Contractor      
      

OTHERS PRESENT: Christina Calloway, Press  Sandra Aranda 
   Dr. Charles Wilson   Joe Flores 
   Esther Ornelas    Aurora Flores   
 
Mayor King asked Councilor Lovett to give the invocation, and Fire Chief Nuckols to lead the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the Salute to the New Mexico flag. 
 
  
(A)  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S): 
 

1. Regular Meeting of November 19, 2013. 
 

Mayor King asked the Council to consider the minutes of Regular Meeting of November 19, 2013.  Mayor 
Pro-Tem Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Parker made the motion to approve 
the minutes of the regular meeting of November 19, 2013 as presented.  Councilor Salguero 
seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No 
abstentions.  Motion carried.  
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(B)  REPORTS ON CITY OF PORTALES WATER SUPPLY PLANNING EFFORTS: 
 

1. Review of Water Supply Options. 
2. 2013 Water Conservation & Use Report. 

 
Mayor King invited Dr. Charles Wilson, Consultant, LLC. to give his PowerPoint presentation.  Dr. Wilson 
told the Council that the City of Portales relies on shallow groundwater for the water supply.  He stated 
that it is being depleted and may not last 10 to 15 years.  He commented that an alternative source is 
needed.  He commented that he is not saying that it will entirely dry up, but that it will be difficult to get 
out of the aquifer.  Wilson showed the Council a slide with the historic water levels in the City wells.  He 
stated that the levels are dropping over time.  He commented that the levels have been dropping at a 
uniform rate over the past several years.  He stated that this will continue unless the demand on 
pumping diminishes.  He commented that it is being mined faster than it can be replenished.  Wilson told 
the Council that deep groundwater is available beneath the aquifer and listed the different formations:  
Cuervo and Santa Rosa Sandstones in the Dockum Group and the San Andres limestone and Glorieta 
sandstone in the San Andres formation.  He stated that deeper water is not promising due to the lower 
yield and quality of the water.  He told the Council that the New Mexico-American deep well drilled in 
2010 yielded 165 gpm and cost almost $1 million dollars.  He stated that this is not nearly enough to 
yield what Portales needs and that the well was plugged and abandoned.  He commented that the quality 
of the water is close to that of seawater and would cost about $5-$10 per thousand gallons.  He stated 
that the problem with brine water is that it produces silt that would have to be disposed.  He reported 
that the Schaap deep well was drilled in 2008 in northern Curry County to a depth of 960 feet and cost 
about $250,000 with a yield of 40 gpm and a bit better quality because it was drilled at the edge of the 
Dockum formation.  He commented that the water is blended with Ogallala water to feed dairy cattle.  He 
told the Council that the 3rd well was the Oppliger Deep Well drilled into the Dockum to a depth of 650 
feet and is also brackish.  Wilson stated that the San Andres formation is unknown because water is at a 
great depth and the quality is very poor.  He commented that it is non-renewable and not good long term 
potential as a water supply.  He stated that deep groundwater is too expensive to reach; low quality and 
likely of low quantity.  He stated that there is a high probability of failure and is not recommended.   
 
Dr. Wilson told the Council that the only available alternative that would provide Portales with quantity 
and quality is surface water from Ute.  He stated that there are uncertainties in time of delivery of water, 
but less than the other options.  He stated that the impact of drought would affect supply and will require 
water conservation and a contingency reserve.  Wilson gave an overview of the Ute water supply:  
renewable; yield would be satisfactory; pipeline will serve Portales, Clovis and other communities in 
Eastern New Mexico.  He commented that the project cost in 2009 was $500 billion dollars and that 
Portales’ share is 3,433 acre feet or 1.1 billion gallons per year.  He commented that the uncertainties in 
the Ute water supply is in timing of water availability; drought management and climate change.  He 
stated that Portales would need to reduce demand; provide wastewater re-use; mandate water 
conservation to maintain water supply reserves and aquifer storage of excess Ute water.  He stated that 
studies were made of the Blackwater Well Field as a means to reserve the water and is the best location 
for storage.  Wilson stated that Portales is well-poised to take advantage of that kind of storage.  He 
stated that the City’s plans for wastewater re-use to allow irrigation of public parks will help conserve 
water for drinking.  He stated that use of wastewater re-use would reduce the demand from 25 to 30% 
and his recommendation is for additional treatment of wastewater to potable water.  He told the Council 
that the benefit would be that in the winter, when there is less demand, the water could be rerouted to 
the well field for storage.  He stated the Portales should focus on outdoor water conservation; raise 
public awareness of the need; focus on city-wide drought resistant landscaping and water restrictions 
could save 10 to 15%; reduce system losses could save 3 to 6%; and set stringent water rates could 
save 3 to 6%.  He commented that new conservation policies would apply to every type of residence.  
Dr. Wilson told the Council that water losses were about 9.5% and that it would help to reduce that rate.  
He stated that stringent water rates would be increased rates to the customer.  He told the Council that 
he was just trying to present the facts in addressing possible water supply shortfalls.  He stated that it 
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would depend on the city’s judgment of the likelihood of a delay in Ute water delivery; potential duration 
of a delay; impact of drought on the Ute water supply; availability of interim water supplies; and the risk 
that the City is willing to take in addressing possible water supply shortfalls.  He gave an example of 
context for establishing goals—he said that if delivery is delayed by 5 years to 2030, it would be prudent 
to reduce the demand by 40% by 2016 to help bridge the gap.  He commented that much of this 
reduction can be accomplished by the wastewater re-use project already in progress.  Wilson told the 
Council that even if the Ute project is completed on time it would be prudent to reduce demand to well 
below the current level.  He asked for questions from the Council.  Councilor Lovett asked if there was 
rainfall like there has been this year, how much it would recharge.  Wilson responded that it would be 
good and gave an example and stated that it takes time for rainwater to percolate down to the aquifer.  
Councilor Lovett asked about the drought study he had mentioned earlier in the presentation.  Wilson 
responded that there is a drought management study by CH2M Hill that gives the amount of water than 
can be obtained from Ute.  He stated that he is waiting for the impact of how long the drought years will 
last and how much water you would need to cover the demand.  Councilor Robinson asked Dr. Wilson to 
go over wastewater re-use stating that he was concerned about getting potable water.  He commented 
that there is a stigma on wastewater re-use, and asked if there is any data on making the water 
marketable.  Wilson stated that this would be where education would be important.  He stated that there 
is technical information as to the quality of water and that the state requires testing of the water 
routinely.  He commented that people would have to trust in the process and that all these issues will 
have to be dealt with through education.  Councilor Salguero asked about making wastewater potable—
could it be drank directly from the plant or would it have to be mixed.  Wilson stated that it isn’t 
necessary to mix it, but it may be desirable.  Wilson told the Council that you could drink it directly from 
the plant, and that it would meet water quality standards.  Councilor Robinson asked if this is being done 
in Japan.  Wilson responded that he was not aware, but that Singapore is doing water purification.  
Mayor King thanked Dr. Wilson for his report.  
 
 
(C)  ITEM(S) FROM PLANNING DEPARTMENT: 
 

1. Request for Approval of Application for a Zone Change from R-1 (Single Family 
Residential) to R-2 (Multi-Family Residential), Sandra Aranda, Bogard Addition, Block 
11, Lots 1-8 (1100 Block of N. Avenue L between Juniper and Kaywood Streets). 

 
Mayor King asked for a report on the zone change.  City Manager Redmond reported that he was pinch 
hitting for Planning Director Standefer because his mom had a setback this morning.  He told the Council 
that the request from Sandra Aranda was to change her property located in the Bogard Addition, Block 
11, Lots 1-8 (1100 block of N. Avenue L between Juniper and Kaywood Streets) from the present R-1 
zone to R-2 to allow duplexes.  He told the Council that the Planning Commission had met and 
recommended approval of the change.  Mayor King asked for questions from the Council.  Councilor 
Hunton asked if the R-2 zone classification is strictly for duplexes.  Redmond responded that it was for 
multi-family residential and not necessarily just for duplexes.  Sandra Aranda told the Council that she 
was interested in selling the property and that the buyer wanted the zone changed.  She stated that she 
had been approached by another buyer who was interested in putting in mobile homes.  She commented 
that she was more interested in having duplexes instead of mobile homes because mobile homes 
depreciate very quickly.  Mayor King asked for action from the Council.  Councilor Robinson made the 
motion to accept the recommendation of the P lanning Commission to re-zone the property 
owned by Sandra Aranda and located in the Bogard Addition Block 11, Lots 1-8 (1100 block 
of N. Avenue L between Juniper and Kayw ood Streets) as R-2 (Multi-Family Residential).  
Councilor Parker seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the 
motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried.    
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(D)  RECOMMENDATION OF AWARD OF RFP FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OF CITY 
ATTORNEY 
 
Mayor King asked City Manager Redmond to present the award of a contract for professional City 
Attorney services.  City Manager Redmond reminded the Council that they had approved releasing an RFP 
for Professional Services of City Attorney at a previous meeting.  He reported that he had done as the 
Council directed and that 2 responses were received:  Doerr & Knudson, P.A. and Jennifer Burrill of the 
New Mexico Justice Center.  He asked that the Council approve negotiation of a contract with Doerr & 
Knudson, P.A.  Mayor King asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Lovett made the motion to 
authorize negotiation of a contract for professional services for City Attorney w ith Doerr & 
Knudson as presented.  Councilor Parker seconded the motion.  All Council members present 
voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried.  
 
  
(E)  UPDATE REPORT/DISCUSSION/ACTION ON FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT CENTER CONCEPT 
 
Mayor King asked City Manager Redmond to facilitate the discussion regarding the Family Entertainment 
Center Concept.  He told the Council that he was asked to go out for a feasibility study and to approach 
the County about sharing in the cost of the study.  He told them that he did get one response for 
$22,500.00.  He asked the Council how they wanted him to proceed.  Councilor Parker asked about a 
study that had been done previously.   Redmond responded that the study had cost $20,000.  He 
commented that Select Contracts is the firm interested in doing the feasibility study.  Councilor Lovett 
expressed concern that a study could be slanted (he indicated that he did not trust in the process).  He 
stated that he would prefer that private industry take care of this need.  City Manager Redmond asked, if 
the City pays for a feasibility study and then gave it to a private entity, would it be against the anti-
donation clause.  City Attorney Doerr responded that the study would be a public document and available 
to anyone interested.  Councilor Parker commented that she was not interested in having the study done.  
Councilor Thomas stated that one problem is that the City doesn’t know what is feasible.  Council Hunton 
stated that he had no doubt that it would be feasible, but stated that the City needs to decide what is 
needed before a study could be done.  Councilor Thomas asked if a study would do that.  Councilor 
Parker commented that when she thought of vital city operations, she thought of infrastructure and 
services.  She commented that entertainment is not the responsibility of the City.  Councilor Thomas 
reminded the Council that part of the idea is to stop the bleeding of GRT from Portales.  Councilor 
Thomas asked if the RCCDC would put money into the study.  City Manager Redmond stated that he 
would ask if directed.  He commented that he understood that there is leakage of GRT; but that the City 
should be in the business of focusing on its infrastructure.  Mr. Redmond stated that he is interested in a 
market study before asking the voters.  He recommended that the feasibility study be included in the 
budget process allowing time for the legislators to decide on the Hold Harmless issue.  Councilors Lucero 
and Robinson agreed with City Manager Redmond.  Councilor Lucero commented that the City should not 
be involved in a private business.  Mayor King asked the pleasure of the Council.  City Manager Redmond 
asked that they delay the study and put it into the budget for next year.  Councilor Salguero stated that 
he thought that the funds needed for a study was too high, but that the City should try to get a private 
investor to do it.  Councilor Lovett stated that there is a difference between recreation and 
entertainment.  Councilor Robinson brought up the need for gymnasiums as expressed by the Recreation 
Advisory Board.  Mayor Pro-Tem Jackson said that he had previously asked for $1 million dollars for a 
gym.  Mayor King asked the pleasure of the Council.  Mayor Pro-Tem Jackson made the motion to 
include the feasibil ity study into the budget process for 2014.  Councilor Thomas seconded 
the motion.  Councilor Parker asked if the amount of the request would remain at $20,000.  
Mayor Pro-Tem Jackson and Councilor Thomas agreed.  All Council members present voted 
in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
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(F)  RESOLUTION #13-14-21, ADOPTING UPDATED PURCHASING POLICY 
 
Mayor King asked City Manager Redmond to present the purchasing policy.  City Manager Redmond told 
the Council that the purchasing policy had been updated to bring the City into compliance with state law.  
He stated that Mike Parkey has accepted the office of Chief Procurement Officer as required by the State.  
Mr. Redmond told the Council that he had already registered and will attend classes to be certified.  
Mayor King asked that the wording “assistant city manager” be deleted from the policy.  Mayor King 
asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Robinson made the motion to adopt Resolution 
#13-14-21 adopting the updated Purchasing Policy.  Councilor Parker seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote of all Council members present resulted in a unanimous vote in favor of the 
motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(G)  RESOLUTION #13-14-22, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN THE EMS 
FUND ACT GRANT APPLICATION WITH THE NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES BUREAU 
 
Mayor King asked Fire Chief Nuckols to present the EMS Fund Act grant application.  Chief Nuckols told 
the Council that this is the annual application for funding through the New Mexico Department of Health 
Emergency Medical Services Bureau.  He told the Council that the application is for $55,000 and that the 
department could receive between $15,000 and $20,000.  He stated that this is a no-match funding 
application grant at no cost to the City.  He stated that these funds have been used to supplement City 
funds for EMS supplies.  He commented that next year the funds could possibly be used to remount an 
EMS chassis.  He recommended approval and asked for questions from the Council.  Mayor King asked 
the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Parker made the motion to adopt Resolution #13-14-22 
authorizing the Mayor to sign the EMS Fund Act Grant Application w ith the NM Department 
of Health, Emergency Medical Services Bureau.  Councilor Lucero seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote of all Council members present resulted in a unanimous vote in favor of the motion.  
No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(H)  OTHER BUSINESS/CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 
 
Mayor King asked for items of other business. 
 
Report on MLK Celebration:  Councilor Robinson reported that the Cultural Affairs Committee has 
been working with ENMU on the Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration for 2014.  He stated that the event 
would be held at the university on January 20, 2014 striving for increased participation. 
 
Traffic Concerns on U.S. 70:  Councilor Salguero asked that something be done to handle traffic on 
Chicago Street (U.S. 70).  He stated that traffic (from 1st to Elbe) is terrible on that street.  He stated that 
he had spoken to the previous City Manager in the past.  He asked for something to be done.  City 
Manager Redmond said that he had asked the Police Department to collect data on accidents along that 
route to submit with the request to the NMDOT. 
 
Concerns on a Railroad Crossing:  Councilor Parker asked about problems with the crossing arms on 
a specific railroad crossing.  Public Works Director Desha responded that Burlington Northern may take 
the crossings over due to problems with maintenance.  Councilor Parker stated that she was concerned 
that an accident could occur.  Mr. DeSha stated that he has a phone number to report problems with 
crossings to the railroad.  Councilor Parker suggested a sign at the crossing.  DeSha commented that the 
City could be liable for any accident that could occur if we put up a sign.  The Council asked for the 
phone number so they could call the railroad to complain. 
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Update on Constructors, Inc. Progress:  Public Works Director DeSha stated that Constructors, Inc. 
is not finished yet.  He stated that they had poured concrete today at the insurance company on the 
corner of Main & 2nd.  DeSha stated that Wes Hancock has stated that Constructors, Inc. will continue to 
work on the project until the State makes them stop.  He stated that they will work as long as the 
weather allows.  City Manager Redmond stated that the City will assist the contractor every way possible.  
Mayor King asked what the contractor plans to do with the trench on Avenue A & 2nd Street.  DeSha 
responded that the plan is to concrete it over.  Councilor Robinson asked about the barricades and said 
that he had fallen into the hole in front of Hunton Insurance.  Councilor Parker asked why they don’t 
come to the meetings any more.  DeSha stated that the agreement is that they will attend one meeting a 
month.  He told the Council that when the contractor pulls out, they will pull out until March.  Councilor 
Robinson asked if the state could come to the Council meetings.  DeSha said that he would talk to the 
state about attending.  Mayor Pro-Tem Jackson asked about the lights in the down town.  DeSha 
responded that the contractor on the lights is Vis-Com.  Fire Chief asked DeSha if he was successful in 
getting rid of some of the bump-outs.  DeSha responded that the bump-out on Avenue B and 2nd will 
come out, but that the state is in control of the project.   
 
Basketball Fundraising Tournament:  Councilor Lovett said that he had witnessed the basketball 
tournament held Saturday for Secret Santa.  He commented that they had raised $2,000.00 and praised 
the Fire Department for a great job.   
 
Police Chief Announcement:  City Manager Redmond told the Council that he had decided to appoint 
Pat Gallegos as the Police Chief.  He stated that Gallegos has done an excellent job and that he is proud 
of him and the department.  Mr. Redmond thanked everyone for supporting Gallegos over the past 
several months.  Redmond acknowledged Sgt. Colby Morgan in the audience.  Morgan said that he was 
interested in the parade route and the U-turn sign on Boulder.    
 
  
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business or comments, Mayor King adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m. 
 
 
       
Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk 


